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“I'm delighted that kindergarten
teachers throughout lllinois will
have this set of standards to
guide their teaching. Standards
are tools to help teachers plan
curriculum, set goals, and
evaluate themselves and their
children. Used wisely and
sensitively, the standards will
have a positive effect on
teaching and learning in
kindergarten classrooms.

The challenge facing all of us

Is to apply these standards

in an individualized way and

in a manner that will

Create opportunities for all
children to succeed.”

Samuel J. Meisels, Erikson Institute
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@ Introduction

The lllinois Early Learning Standards Kindergarten, developed by the lllinois
State Board of Education with the assistance of hundreds of educators, were
first introduced in draft form in September 2004. Among those playing a
major role in formulating the draft standards were the Chicago Public Schools,
Dallas City School District, Decatur Public Schools, Regional Office of Education
#27, Indian Prairie School District, and Rockford Public School District.

“Standards are an essential first step for designing effective
curricula since they represent an agreed upon agenda for
teaching and learning. The lllinois Early Learning Standards
Kindergarten are excellent because they recognize the
interconnectedness of emotional, social, cognitive, and
physical development and learning—the whole child. Like
all good standards, they should be used as the base for
reflective teachers as they create learning experiences that
build on what children already know and capture their
interest in learning.”

Barbara Bowman
President Emeritus
Erikson Institute

Since publication of the draft, hundreds of educators and parents, and a wide
array of national, state and local experts, have commented on the standards.
This final draft of the lllinois Early Learning Standards Kindergarten is a
synthesis of their many views.

The standards are organized to parallel in content the lllinois Learning
Standards. Included are benchmarks for learning in Language Arts,
Mathematics, Science, Social Science, Physical Development and Health,
Fine Arts, Foreign Language, and Social/Emotional Development.

The goal of the standards is to provide teachers and caregivers useful
information that is directly needed as part of their daily classroom work. For
those who are interested, the complete lllinois Learning Standards may be
found on the Illinois State Board of Education web site, www.isbe.net.

ISBE acknowledges with great thanks the very thoughtful and knowledgeable
comments that have helped shape these standards. A list of contributing
school districts and early childhood programs appears on the back of this
document. There is no doubt that without this assistance, the standards would
not exist today.

Kay Henderson

Division Administrator

Early Childhood Education
Illinois State Board of Education
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® Guiding Principles

Early learning and development are multi-dimensional; developmental
domains are highly interrelated.

Development in one domain influences development in other domains. For
example, children’s language skills affect their ability to engage in social
interactions. Therefore, developmental domains cannot be considered in
isolation from each other. The dynamic interaction of all areas of development
must be considered. Standards and benchmarks listed for each domain could
also be cited in different domains.

Young children are capable and competent.

Al children are capable of positive developmental outcomes. Therefore, there
should be high expectations for all young children, regardless of their
backgrounds and experience.

Children are individuals who develop at different rates.

Each child is unique in the rate of growth and the development of skills and
competencies. Some children may have a developmental delay or disability that
may require program staff members to adapt expectations for individual
children or adapt experiences so that children can be successful in achieving a
particular benchmark.

Children will exhibit a range of skills and competencies in any domain
of development.

All children within an age group should not be expected to arrive at each
benchmark at the same time or to show mastery to the same degree of proficiency.

Knowledge of how children grow and develop, together with
expectations that are consistent with growth patterns, are essential to
develop, implement and maximize the benefits of educational
experiences for children.

Kindergarten teachers must agree on what they expect children to know and
be able to do within the context of child growth and development. With this
knowledge, kindergarten staff can make sound decisions about appropriate
curriculum for the group and for individual children.

Young children learn through active exploration of their environment
in child-initiated and teacher-selected activities.

Kindergarten educators recognize that children’s play is a highly supportive
context for development and learning. The early childhood environment should
provide opportunities for children to explore materials, engage in activities
and interact with peers and adults to construct their own understanding

of the world around them. There should, therefore, be a balance of child-
initiated and teacher-initiated activities to maximize learning.

Families are the primary caregivers and educators of young children.

Families should be aware of programmatic goals, experiences that should be
provided for children and expectations for their performance by the end

of the kindergarten year. Program staff members and families should work
collaboratively to ensure that children are provided optimal learning experiences.

Adapted from Preschool Curriculum Framework and Benchmarks
for Children in Preschool Programs
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# Design for
Performance Standards

The performance standards are classroom resources for voluntary use at the
local level. They are not intended to replace the lllinois Learning Standards.
Instead, they supplement them by providing sufficient detail and examples to
enable teachers to establish appropriate grade-level performance expectations
for students. The performance descriptors are a direct outgrowth of the state
goals for learning and provide additional detail at each grade level.

Learning Standards

Benchmarks

Performance Descriptors

New Standards. Performance Standards. (1997) Washington, DC: The National
Center on Education and the Economy.

lllinois Early Learning Standards — Kindergarten



& How To Navigate

Fine Arts

State Goal 26: Through creating and

performing, understand how works of art
are produced.

Learning Standard A

Understand processes, traditional tool and modern
technologies used in fine arts.

BENCHMARKS
26.AKa
26.AKb
26.AKc

Dance: Participate in dance and creative.
Drama: Participate in drama activities movement activities

Music: Participate in music activities by identifying a variety

o 00

of sounds and sound sources (e.g. instrumental, voices and
environmental sounds)

26.AKd  Visual Arts: Participate in the visual arts. Identify media and

tools used in painting, drawing, and constructing,

DESCRIPTORS

Use musical instrument o
create a mood to o along with a
puppet show or creative dance

Pantomime the actions of a
leaf falling, a ball bouncing or a
bird flying.

L~

Make up a drama about
something they studied or visited,
such as a circus or a trip to

the z00.

Draw or paint the way they feel
when they are happy.

Learning Standard B

Apply skills and knowledge necessary to create and
perform in one or more of the arts.

BENCHMARKS

26B.Ka  Use a variety of materials to explore and express ideas

268.Kb  Listen to, sing or play a variety of music representing diverse
cultures and styles.

26.B.Kc  Create or perform story elements and characterizations.

DESCRIPTORS

Construct a sculpture from wood
pieces, fabric and foil.

Make up a drama about
something they studied or visited,

such as the circus or the zoo
Sing songs from different cultures.
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Subject or Learning Area

is listed at the top of each page.
There are 8 learning areas
comprising eight sections of
the book.

State Goal provides an overview
of the subject or learning area.
Goals are the most general
statements about learning. The
state goals are consistent for

all grade levels, prekindergarten
through high school.

N

w

Learning Standards are
aligned under each goal and
define what students should
know and be able to do. Like
the state goals, the learning
standard remains the same for
all grade levels, prekindergarten
through high school.
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4. Benchmarks provide teachers
an objective means of evaluating
a student’s progress. The
benchmarks are unique to
kindergarten children, just as the
lllinois Early Learning Standards
are unigue to preschool
children, and the lllinois Learning
Standards unique to children
older than kindergarten.

5. Descriptors are classroom
resources for voluntary use at
the local level. They are not
intended to replace the lllinois
Learning Standards. Instead,
they supplement them by
providing sufficient detail and
examples to enable teachers
to establish appropriate
grade-level performance
expectations for students.



"I have found these
standards to be very
appropriate & easy to
coordinate with my
current curriculum. | have “l am so glad that we have these
passed them on to the standards since we don't

have a specific curriculum. It's great

ther kind 1 I
otherkindergarten to have these guidelines.”

teachers in my district &

my curriculum director.
Thank you so much for
establishing these to
help preserve what
kindergarten is supposed
to be.”

“I think posting the standards by students’ work is a great idea. It has to be good
for our credibility as professionals -- sometimes others in the building see what
we do as unimportant -- “just play” -- but we have a lot going on with every activity.”

“I used the book of Early Learning Standards
when | was being observed by my Principal.
| was able to give her all the benchmarks
that went with everything that | taught. It is
really helpful. Also, again, it made me more
aware of what | am teaching that goes with
the State Goals.”

“The standards are
ideal for rookies
and veterans who
have moved to
kindergarten as to
what they should
strive to help a

typical kindergartner
achieve.”
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Language Atrts

State Goal 1: Read with understanding
and fluency.

Learning Standard A

Apply word analysis and vocabulary skills to
comprehend selections.

BENCHMARKS

1.A.Ka

Understand that pictures and symbols have meaning
and that print carries a message.

Demonstrate understanding of concepts about books
(i.e., front and back, turning pages, knowing where
a story starts, and viewing page on left before page

Demonstrate understanding of concepts about print
(i.e., words, letters, spacing between words, and left

Demonstrate phonological awareness (i.e., rhymes

Demonstrate phonemic awareness (i.e., segmenting

and blending syllables and phonemes, and

Demonstrate alphabet knowledge (i.e., recognizes

letters and their most common sounds).

1.A.Kb

on right).
1.A.Kc

to right).
1.A.Kd

and alliterations).
1.AKe

substituting sounds).
1.AKf
1.AKg

Read one syllable and high frequency words.

DESCRIPTORS

Retell a story pointing to words in
a book.

Understand that printed materials
provide information.

Identify the front cover, back
cover, and title page of a book.

Follow words from left to right
and from top to bottom on the
printed page.

Recognize that sentences in print
are made up of separate words.

Distinguish letters from words.

Say rhyming words in response to
an oral prompt.
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Recognize a series of words that
have the same beginning sound.

Blend sounds orally to form words.

Segment words heard orally into
separate sounds.

Orally manipulate phonemes in
words by omitting, adding and
substituting sounds to form new
words (e.g., man, can, and Dan).

Blend consonant-vowel-consonant
sounds aloud to make words.

Recognize and name all capital
and lowercase letters of the
alphabet.

Read high frequency words
by sight.
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Language Arts

State Goal 1: Read with understanding and fluency.
(continued)

Learning Standard B

Apply reading strategies to improve understanding
and fluency.

BENCHMARKS
1.B.Ka Make predictions based on cover, title, and pictures.
1.B.Kb  Connect text to prior experiences and knowledge.

1.B.Kc  Engage in shared/independent reading of familiar
predictable text.

DESCRIPTORS

Use pictures and text to make Participate in reading of
predictions about what will familiar text.

happen next Read a familiar text independently.

Relate text to personal experiences.

Learning Standard C

Comprehend a broad range of reading materials.

BENCHMARKS

1.C.Ka  Retell information from a story.

1.C.Kb  Respond to simple questions about reading.
1.C.Kc  Compare/contrast a variety of literary works.

1.C.Kd  Demonstrate understanding that different text forms
are used for different purposes.

1.C.Ke  Demonstrate understanding of literal meaning of
stories by making comments.

DESCRIPTORS

Dramatize, retell, or dictate what Recognize the style of

has been learned. various authors/illustrators.
Respond appropriately to Describe the similarities and
questions about the text. differences among multiple

. versions of the same story.
Compare and contrast a variety

of literary works (e.qg., fiction and Identify the use of different text
non-fiction stories, poetry, and forms, such as magazines, notes,
nursery rhymes). lists, letters, and storybooks.

18§
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State Goal 2: Read and understand
literature representative of various societies,
eras, and ideas.

Learning Standard A

Understand how literary elements and techniques are
used to convey meaning.

BENCHMARKS
2.AK Understand the structure of a story.

DESCRIPTORS

Discuss and draw pictures to
portray characters, settings, and
events in stories.

Learning Standard B

Read and interpret a variety of literary works.

BENCHMARKS
2.B.Ka  Recognize narrative, informational texts and rhymes.

2.B.Kb  Show independent interest in and knowledge about
books and reading.

2.B.Kc  Comprehend and respond to fiction and non-fiction.

lllinois Early Learning Standards — Kindergarten

DESCRIPTORS

Investigate picture books, Take initiative to self-select books.

nursery rhymes, fairy tales, poems,

| Distinguish between fiction and
egends, etc.

non-fiction.
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language Arts

State Goal 3: Write to communicate for a
variety of purposes.

Learning Standard A

Use correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, capitalization,
and structure.

BENCHMARKS
3.A.Ka Write upper and lowercase letters.

3.A Kb  Write words based on how they sound, using initial
consonants and some ending sounds.

3.AKc Begin to write simple sentences.

DESCRIPTORS

Write first and last name Use developmental spelling to
using correct upper and construct sentences of three or
lowercase letters. more words.

Use developmental spelling to Experiment with basic components
construct words. of writing (e.g., capital letters,

punctuation, and directionality).

Learning Standard B

Compose well-organized and coherent writing for specific
purposes and audiences.

BENCHMARKS

3.B.K Represent stories through pictures, dictation, written
words, and play.

DESCRIPTORS

Use various approaches to write Attempt to write text that is
a story (e.qg., pictures, scribbles, related to the picture.
and letter approximations).

Learning Standard C

Communicate ideas in writing to accomplish a variety
of purposes.
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BENCHMARKS

3.CK Use drawing and writing to convey meaning and

provide information.

DESCRIPTORS

Experiment with different forms
of writing (e.g., lists, notes,
stories, notes, and letters).

State Goal 4: Listen and speak effectively
in a variety of situations.

Learning Standard A

Listen effectively in formal and informal situations.

BENCHMARKS

4. AKa Listen attentively to stories read aloud.

4. AKb Follow 2-3 step directions accurately.

4.A.Kc Respond appropriately to information and ideas

conveyed orally.

DESCRIPTORS

Show interest in listening to and
discussing storybooks.

Ask and answer questions related
to the story or topic.

Complete a 2-3 step task based
on oral instruction.

lllinois Early Learning Standards — Kindergarten

Relate response to
personal experiences.

Make statements related to the
discussion topic, as appropriate.
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language Arts

State Goal 4: Listen and speak effectively in a variety
of situations. (continued)

Learning Standard B

Speak effectively using language appropriate to the
situation and the audience.

BENCHMARKS
4.B.Ka Use language to communicate needs and wants.

4.B.Kb Use expanded language and vocabulary for a variety
of purposes.

4B.Kc  Explain past events with accurate detail.

DESCRIPTORS
Recall recent events. Attempt to use new vocabulary.

Relay needs with Convey events in logical order.
appropriate language.

Respond using
complete sentences.

State Goal 5: Use the language arts to
acquire, assess, and communicate information.

Learning Standard A

Locate, organize and use information from various
sources to answer questions, solve problems, and
communicate ideas.

BENCHMARKS

5.AK Seek answers to questions through active exploration.

DESCRIPTORS

Begin to brainstorm to gather Use learning aids (e.g., KWL,
information. webs, graphic organizers, and
technology).

Discuss prior knowledge of topic.
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Learning Standard B

Analyze and evaluate information acquired from
various sources.

BENCHMARKS

5.B.K Relate prior knowledge to new information.

DESCRIPTORS

Relate what is heard in books
or classroom discussions to
personal experiences.

Learning Standard C

Apply acquired information concepts and ideas to
communicate in a variety of formats.

BENCHMARKS

5.CK Use discussion, drawing, writing, or other means to
communicate new information learned.

DESCRIPTORS

Communicate information Maintain focus when
through graphic aids or communicating ideas.
developmental writing.

lllinois Early Learning Standards — Kindergarten

NOTES
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Mathematics

State Goal 6: Demonstrate and apply a
knowledge and sense of numbers, including
numeration and operations (addition,
subtraction, multiplication, division), patterns
ratios, and proportion.

Learning Standard A

Demonstrate knowledge and use of numbers and their
representations in a broad range of theoretical and
practical settings.

BENCHMARKS

6.A.Ka Use concepts that include number recognition,
counting, sequence of numbers, one-to-one
correspondence, and ordinals.

6.A.Kb  Count with understanding and recognize “how many”
in sets of objects.

DESCRIPTORS

Identify numerals out of sequence  Count forward from any number
through 20. in the range of 1-20 (e.g., start at

Count forward from 1-100. 9 and count to 15).

Match the correct numeral with
sets up to ten.

Learning Standard B

Investigate, represent and solve problems using number
facts, operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication, and
division) and their properties, algorithms, and relationships.

BENCHMARKS

6.B.Ka  Solve simple math problems mentally, or by using
objects, drawing pictures, etc.

6.B.Kb  Represent mathematical ideas with symbols, pictures,
or objects.

6.B.Kc  Talk about the thinking involved in solving
mathematical problems.

lllinois Early Learning Standards — Kindergarten

DESCRIPTORS

Construct number sentences to Explain to others the solution of
match word problems. a math problem.

Use objects, simple drawings, or
symbols to represent mathematical
ideas, such as how many pieces
each child can have for snack.
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Mathematics

State Goal 6: Demonstrate and apply a knowledge and
sense of numbers, including numeration and operations
(addition, subtraction, multiplication, division), patterns
ratios, and proportion. (continued)

Learning Standard C

Compute and estimate using mental mathematics,
paper-and-pencil methods, calculators, and computers.

BENCHMARKS
6.C.Ka  Estimate number of objects in a set.

6.C.Kb  Connect numbers to quantities they represent using
physical models and representations.

DESCRIPTORS

Make reasonable Match the correct
estimates of small numeral to the
guantities of objects. number of objects.

Learning Standard D

Solve problems using comparison of quantities, ratios,
proportions, and percents.

BENCHMARKS

6.D.K Make comparisons of quantities.

DESCRIPTORS

Demonstrate an
understanding of
more, less, and equal.
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State Goal 7: Estimate, make and use
measurements of objects, quantities and
relationships, and determine acceptable
levels of accuracy.

Learning Standard A

Measure and compare quantities, using appropriate units,
instruments, and methods.

BENCHMARKS

7.A.Ka Demonstrate a beginning understanding of
measurement using non-standard units.

7.A.Kb  Construct a sense of time through participation in
daily activities.

7.A.Kc  Order, compare and describe objects by size, length,
capacity, and weight.

DESCRIPTORS

Measure objects using Compare and order
non-standard units. objects according to

measurable attributes.
Construct and follow a

daily schedule.

Learning Standard B

Estimate measurements and determine acceptable levels
of accuracy.

BENCHMARKS

7.B.Ka  Use estimation skills in solving everyday
measurement problems.

7.B.Kb  Use common instruments for measuring during
work or play.

lllinois Early Learning Standards — Kindergarten

DESCRIPTORS

Make reasonable estimates of the Estimate length using
amount a container will hold. non-standard units
of measurement.
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Mathematics

State Goal 7: Estimate, make and use measurements
of objects, quantities and relationships and determine
acceptable levels of accuracy. (continued)

Learning Standard C

Select and use appropriate technology, instruments
and formulas to solve problems, interpret results, and
communicate findings.

BENCHMARKS

7.CK Show increasing skill in using available tools for
exploring and extending mathematical competence.

DESCRIPTORS

Select appropriate tools
for measuring.

State Goal 8: Use algebraic and analytical
methods to identify and describe patterns
and relationships in data, solve problems,
and predict results.

Learning Standard A

Describe numerical relationships using variables
and patterns.

BENCHMARKS

8.A.Ka Sort objects into groups and tell the rule or rationale
for the groups.

8.A.Kb Recognize, describe, translate, duplicate, create, and
extend patterns in various formats.

DESCRIPTORS

Describe common and Recognize, describe, and extend
uncommon attributes patterns such as sequences
(all, some, none) in a set. of sounds, motions, shapes, or

simple numeric patterns, and
translate from one representation
to another (e.g., red-blue-red-
blue- translates to snap-clap-
snap-clap).
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State Goal 8: Use algebraic and analytical methods to
identify and describe patterns and relationships in data,
solve problems, and predict results. (continued)

Learning Standard B

Interpret and describe numerical relationships using tables,
graphs, and symbols.

BENCHMARKS

8.B.K Construct and explain a simple graph.

DESCRIPTORS

Make a graph on growth of seeds
planted before vacation that are
now small plants.

Learning Standard C

Solve problems using systems of numbers and
their properties.

BENCHMARKS

8.C.K Investigate addition and subtraction using
concrete objects.

DESCRIPTORS

Explore one-step

addition and subtraction
number sentences and word
problems using objects such
as pennies, counters, etc.

lllinois Early Learning Standards — Kindergarten
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Mathematics

State Goal 8: Use algebraic and analytical methods to
identify and describe patterns and relationships in data,
solve problems, and predict results. (continued)

Learning Standard D

Use algebraic concepts and procedures to represent and
solve problems.

BENCHMARKS

8.D.K Describe and compare qualitative change (e.g., student
grows taller).

DESCRIPTORS

Notice that he has grown because
he can see over the counter at
the store this year.

State Goal 9: Use geometric methods to
analyze, co’re?orize and draw conclusions
about points, lines, planes, and space.

Learning Standard A

Demonstrate and apply geometric concepts involving
points, lines, planes, and space.

BENCHMARKS

9.A.Ka Recognize geometric shapes and structures in
the environment.

9.A.Kb Identify and name basic shapes.

9.A.Kc Describe some attributes of two and three
dimensional shapes.

DESCRIPTORS

Create models of Describe characteristics of
circles, squares, shapes (e.g., a triangle has three
rectangles, and triangles. straight sides).

Identify and name
circle, square, triangle,
and rectangle.
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Learning Standard B

Identify, describe, classify and compare relationships using
points, lines, planes, and solids.

BENCHMARKS

9.B.K Show understanding of and use direction, location, and
position words.

DESCRIPTORS

Explain the position of an object
in relation to another object (e.g.,
inside/outside, behind/in front of,
or under/above).

Learning Standard C

Construct convincing arguments and proofs to solve problems.

BENCHMARKS
Not Applicable

Learning Standard D

Use trigonometric ratios and circular functions to
solve problems.

lllinois Early Learning Standards — Kindergarten

BENCHMARKS
Not Applicable
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Mathematics

State Goal 10: Collect, organize, and
analyze data using statistical method:s;
predict results; and interpret uncertainty using
concepts of probability.

Learning Standard A
Organize, describe, and make predictions from existing data.

BENCHMARKS

10.A.Ka Represent data using concrete objects, pictures,
and graphs.

10.A.Kb Study, compare, interpret, and analyze information
presented in graph form.

10.A.Kc Make reasonable predictions based on information
gathered in graph form.

DESCRIPTORS

Organize, describe, and label Compare numerical information
simple data displays such as derived from tables and graphs.
pictographs, tallies, tables,

and bar graphs. Compare information and make

predictions from graphs made by
the class.

Learning Standard B

Formulate questions, design data collection methods, gather
and analyze data, and communicate findings.

BENCHMARKS

10.B.K  Gather and analyze data about themselves or
their environment.

DESCRIPTORS

Gather data to answer
a simple question.

Learning Standard C
Determine, describe, and apply the probabilities of events.

BENCHMARKS
Not applicable
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Science

State Goal 11: Understand the processes

of scientific inquiry and technological design
to investigate questions, conduct experiments
and solve problems.

Learning Standard A

Know and apply the concepts, principles and processes
of scientific inquiry.

BENCHMARKS
11.A.Ka Use senses to explore and observe materials.

11.A.Kb Begin to develop questions on scientific topics, such as
natural phenomena.

11.A.Kc Seek information through observation, exploration,
and investigations.

11.A.Kd Collect, describe, compare and record information.

DESCRIPTORS

Take apart a flashlight to see what  Inspect an object and comment
is inside. on its features (e.g., a bird’s nest,

. a chrysalis, and a plant).
Investigate phenomena observed, y plant)

such as plants growing, the Become more accurate and
effect of pollination or change precise when recording
in the seasons. observations (e.g., counting the

number of ridges on a shell or
trying to use all of the senses
when observing).

Learning Standard B

Know and apply the concepts, principles and processes
of technological design.

BENCHMARKS

11.B.Ka Use simple tools and equipment to enhance observation
and gather data.

11.B.Kb Become familiar with the use of devices
incorporating technology.

lllinois Early Learning Standards — Kindergarten

DESCRIPTORS

Collect information using Use technology to
a variety of tools. problem solve.
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Science

State Goal 12: Understand the fundamental
concepts, princirles and interconnections of
the life, physical and earth/space sciences.

Learning Standard A

Know and apply concepts that explain how living things
function, adapt and change.

BENCHMARKS

12.A.Ka Observe, categorize, and describe characteristics, basic
needs, and life cycles.

12.A.Kb Show an awareness of changes that occur in themselves
and their environment.

DESCRIPTORS

Sort a collection into two Describe changes in nature
categories: living things and throughout the year.
non-living things.

Learning Standard B

Know and apply concepts that describe how living things
interact with each other and with their environment.

BENCHMARKS

12.B.K  Describe and compare basic needs of living things.

DESCRIPTORS

Compare the needs of a variety
of living things.
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Learning Standard C

Know and apply concepts that describe properties of
matter and energy and the interactions between them.

BENCHMARKS

12.C.K Identify, describe, and compare properties of objects
(e.g., size, shape, and color).

DESCRIPTORS

Describe similarities and
differences among objects.

Learning Standard D

Know and apply concepts that describe force and motion
and the principles that explain them.

BENCHMARKS

12.D.K  Describe the effects of forces in nature.

lllinois Early Learning Standards — Kindergarten

DESCRIPTORS

Explore simple forces around
us (e.g., wind, gravity, and
magnetism).
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Science

State Goal 12: Understand the fundamental concepits,
principles and interconnections of the life, physical and
earth/space sciences. (continued)

Learning Standard E

Know and apply concepts that describe the features and
processes of the Earth and its resources.

BENCHMARKS

12.E.Ka Begin to observe and describe simple seasonal and
weather changes by using common weather-related
vocabulary (e.g., rainy, snowy, sunny, and windy).

12.E.Kb Understand the purpose of recycling.

12.E.Kc Explore and describe properties of rocks, soils,
water, and air.

DESCRIPTORS DESCRIPTORS

Name the four seasons and Participate in recycling.

realize that they form a pattern. . .
y P Describe the differences between

Talk about weather being colder solids and liquids.
in winter than in summer or

describe daily weather conditions

appropriately in conversation.

Learning Standard F

Know and apply concepts that explain the composition
and structure of the universe and the Earth’s place in it.

BENCHMARKS

12.FK Identify, observe and describe basic concepts associated
with night/day and seasons.

DESCRIPTORS

Compare the characteristics of Describe the different
night and day. characteristics of the seasons.
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State Goal 13: Understand the relationships
among science, technology and society in
historical and contemporary contexts.

Learning Standard A
Know and apply the accepted practices of science.

BENCHMARKS
13.A.Ka Begin to understand and use basic safety practices.

13.A.Kb Use observation skills to learn to document changes
in science.

DESCRIPTORS

Practice appropriate Observe various processes and
safety procedures. hypothesize answers to “why”
and “what” questions.

Learning Standard B

Know and apply concepts that describe the interaction
between science, technology and society.

BENCHMARKS
13.B.Ka Express curiosity and ask questions about their world.

13.B.Kb Recognize common scientific instruments.

13.B.Kc  Form explanations and communicate scientific information.

13.B.Kd Begin to be aware of technology and how it affects
their lives.

13.B.Ke Begin to understand ways to reduce, reuse, and
recycle materials.

lllinois Early Learning Standards — Kindergarten

DESCRIPTORS

Formulate questions about the Identify technology (e.g.,
environment. remote control, computer,

. and microwave).
Use scientific instruments to

explore the environment Participate in separating paper
(e.g., thermometer, balance, and cans for trash collection.
and computer).

Record scientific changes.

39

SLYV IDVNONV

SOILVINIHLVIN

IDN3IDS

HLOVIH ANV LNJINAOTIAIA TVIISAHd  IDNIIDS VID0S

SL1¥V AN

IDVNONYT NDIFHOA

1IN3INdOTIAIA T¥NOILONINVIDOS



<
L
=
[S]
g
]
RS
X
@
o
°
[¢]
el
c
o]
»
o
£
=
£
o]
@
2
>
=
<]
w
2
9]
£

NOTES

40

LANGUAGE ARTS  MATHEMATICS  SCIENCE  SOCIAL SCIENCE ~ PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT AND HEALTH  FINE ARTS ~ FOREIGN LANGUAGE  SOCIAL/EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT



References: Science

BENCHMARK 11.A Ka
National Research Council. (1996). National science education standards:
Observe, interact, change, learn. Washington, DC: National Academy Press.

Lowery, Lawrence F. (Ed.). (1997). NSTA pathways to the science standards:
Guidelines for moving the vision into practice (Elementary School ed.).
Arlington, VA: National Science Teachers Association.

BENCHMARK 11.A.Kb
National Research Council. (1996). National science education standards: Observe,
interact, change, learn. Washington, DC: National Academy Press.

American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS). (1993).
Benchmarks for science literacy. London: Oxford University Press.

BENCHMARK 11.A.Kc

National Research Council. (1996). National science education standards: Observe,
interact, change, learn. Washington, DC: National Academy Press.

Jablon, Judy R.; Marsden, Dorothea B.; Meisels, Samuel J.; & Dichtelmiller, Margo
L. (1994). The Work Sampling System: Omnibus guidelines: Preschool through
third grade (3rd ed.). Ann Arbor, MI: Rebus Planning Associates.

BENCHMARK 11.A.Kd

National Research Council. (1996). National science education standards:
Observe, interact, change, learn. Washington, DC: National Academy Press.

Lind, Karen K. (1998). Science in early childhood: Developing and acquiring
fundamental concepts and skills. In American Association for the Advancement
of Science, Dialogue on early childhood science, mathematics, and technology
education. Washington, DC: American Association for the Advancement of
Science/Project 2061.

http://Awww.project2061.org/publications/earlychild/online/experience/lind.htm

lllinois Early Learning Standards — Kindergarten

4]

SLYV IDVNONV

SOILVINIHLVIN

IDN3IDS

HLOVIH ANV LNJINAOTIAIA TVIISAHd  IDNIIDS VID0S

SL1¥V AN

IDVNONYT NDIFHOA

1IN3INdOTIAIA T¥NOILONINVIDOS



SLYV IDVNONV

SOILVINIHLIVIN

IDN3IDS

HLOVIH ANV LNJINAOTIAIA TVIISAHd  IDN3IIDS VIDOS

S1¥V AN

IDVNONYT NDIFHOS

1IN3INdOTIAIA TVYNOILOWI/IVIDOS

BENCHMARK 11.B.Ka

National Research Council. (1996). National science education standards: Observe,
interact, change, learn. Washington, DC: National Academy Press.

Jablon, Judy R.; Marsden, Dorothea B.; Meisels, Samuel J.; & Dichtelmiller,
Margo L. (1994). The Work Sampling System: Omnibus guidelines: Preschool
through third grade (3rd ed.). Ann Arbor, MI: Rebus Planning Associates.

BENCHMARK 11.B.Kb

National Research Council. (1996). National science education standards: Observe,
interact, change, learn. Washington, DC: National Academy Press.

Spodek, Bernard, & Saracho, Olivia N. (1994). Right from the start: Teaching
children ages three to eight. Needham Heights, MA: Allyn & Bacon.

BENCHMARK 12.A.Ka

National Research Council. (1996). National science education standards: Observe,
interact, change, learn. Washington, DC: National Academy Press.

American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS). (1993).
Benchmarks for science literacy. London: Oxford University Press.

BENCHMARK 12.A Kb

Holt, Bess-Gene. (1989). Science with young children (rev. ed.). Washington,
DC: National Association for the Education of Young Children.

Charlesworth, Rosalind, & Lind, Karen K. (1999). Math and science for young
children (3rd ed.). New York: Delmar.

BENCHMARK 12.B.K

National Research Council. (1996). National science education standards: Observe,
interact, change, learn. Washington, DC: National Academy Press.

Charlesworth, Rosalind, & Lind, Karen K. (1999). Math and science for young
children (3rd ed.). New York: Delmar.

BENCHMARK 12.C.K

National Research Council. (1996). National science education standards: Observe,
interact, change, learn. Washington, DC: National Academy Press.

Spodek, Bernard, & Saracho, Olivia N. (1994). Right from the start: Teaching
children ages three to eight. Needham Heights, MA: Allyn & Bacon.

Illinois Early Learning Standards —Kindergarten




BENCHMARK 12.D.K

National Research Council. (1996). National science education standards: Observe,
interact, change, learn. Washington, DC: National Academy Press.

American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS). (1993).
Benchmarks for science literacy. London: Oxford University Press.

BENCHMARK 12.E.Ka

National Research Council. (1996). National science education standards: Observe,
interact, change, learn. Washington, DC: National Academy Press.

American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS). (1993).
Benchmarks for science literacy. London: Oxford University Press.

BENCHMARK 12.E.Kb

National Research Council. (1996). National science education standards: Observe,
interact, change, learn. Washington, DC: National Academy Press.

Holt, Bess-Gene. (1989). Science with young children (rev. ed.). Washington,
DC: National Association for the Education of Young Children.

BENCHMARK 12.E.Kc

National Research Council. (1996). National science education standards: Observe,
interact, change, learn. Washington, DC: National Academy Press.

American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS). (1993).
Benchmarks for science literacy. London: Oxford University Press.

BENCHMARK 12.F.K

National Research Council. (1996). National science education standards: Observe,
interact, change, learn. Washington, DC: National Academy Press.

American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS). (1993).
Benchmarks for science literacy. London: Oxford University Press.

BENCHMARK 13.A.Ka

National Research Council. (1996). National science education standards: Observe,
interact, change, learn. Washington, DC: National Academy Press.

American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS). (1993).
Benchmarks for science literacy. London: Oxford University Press.

lllinois Early Learning Standards — Kindergarten

43

SLYV IDVNONV

SOILVINIHLVIN

IDN3IDS

HLOVIH ANV LNJINAOTIAIA TVIISAHd  IDNIIDS VID0S

SL1¥V AN

IDVNONYT NDIFHOA

1IN3INdOTIAIA T¥NOILONINVIDOS



SLYV IDVNONV

SOILVINIHLIVIN

IDN3IDS

HLOVIH ANV LNJINAOTIAIA TVIISAHd  IDN3IIDS VIDOS

S1¥V AN

IDVNONYT NDIFHOS

1IN3INdOTIAIA TVNOILOWI/IVIDOS

BENCHMARK 13.A.Kb

Holt, Bess-Gene. (1989). Science with young children (rev. ed.). Washington, DC:
National Association for the Education of Young Children.

American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS). (1993). Benchmarks
for Science Literacy. London: Oxford University Press.

BENCHMARK 13.B.Ka

National Research Council. (1996). National science education standards: Observe,
interact, change, learn. Washington, DC: National Academy Press.

American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS). (1993). Benchmarks
for science literacy. London: Oxford University Press.

BENCHMARK 13.B.Kb

National Research Council. (1996). National science education standards: Observe,
interact, change, learn. Washington, DC: National Academy Press.

American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS). (1993). Benchmarks
for science literacy. London: Oxford University Press.

BENCHMARK 13.B.Kc

National Research Council. (1996). National science education standards: Observe,
interact, change, learn. Washington, DC: National Academy Press.

American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS). (1993). Benchmarks
for science literacy. London: Oxford University Press.

BENCHMARK 13.B.Kd

National Research Council. (1996). National science education standards: Observe,
interact, change, learn. Washington, DC: National Academy Press.

American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS). (1993). Benchmarks
for Science Literacy. London: Oxford University Press.

BENCHMARK 13.B.Ke

National Research Council. (1996). National science education standards: Observe,
interact, change, learn. Washington, DC: National Academy Press.

American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS). (1993). Benchmarks
for science literacy. London: Oxford University Press.

Illinois Early Learning Standards —Kindergarten




Social Science

State Goal 14: Understand political systems,
with the emphasis on the United States.

Learning Standard A

Understand and explain basic principles of the United
States government.

BENCHMARKS
14.A.Ka Recognize and demonstrate the reasons for rules.

14.A.Kb Demonstrate beginning awareness of city/town, state
and country.

DESCRIPTORS

Explain class rules Identify the American
to a classmate. flag while riding a bus
on a field trip.

Learning Standard B

Understand the structures and functions of the political
systems of lllinois, the United States and other nations.

BENCHMARKS
Not applicable

Learning Standard C

Understand elections processes and responsibilities
of citizens.

BENCHMARKS

14.C.K  Participate in voting as a way of making choices.

lllinois Early Learning Standards — Kindergarten

DESCRIPTORS

Participate in a
classroom election.
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Social Science

State Goal 14: Understand political systems, with the
emphasis on the United States. (continued)

Learning Standard D

Understand the roles and influences of individuals and
interest groups in the political systems of lllinois, the
United States and other nations.

BENCHMARKS

14.D.Ka Show beginning understanding of what it means to
be a leader.

14.D.Kb Develop an awareness of roles of leaders in their
environment.

DESCRIPTORS

Talk with peers about the job of a  Take responsibility for
person “in charge” during snack classroom jobs.
or circle time.

Learning Standard E

Understand United States foreign policy as it relates to
other nations and international issues.

BENCHMARKS
Not Applicable

Learning Standard F

Understand the development of United States political
ideas and traditions.

BENCHMARKS

Not Applicable
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State Goal 15: Understand economic systems,
with an emphasis on the United States.

Learning Standard A

Understand how different economic systems operate in
the exchange, production, distribution and consumption
of goods and services.

BENCHMARKS
15.A.Ka Identify community workers and the services they provide.

15.A.Kb Describe some people’s jobs and what is required to
perform them.

DESCRIPTORS

Pretend to be a police officer, Pretend to be their own father or
discussing why police officers are mother going to work outside the
necessary and their many roles. home and act out what they do

at their jobs.

Learning Standard B
Understand that scarcity necessitates choices by consumers.

BENCHMARKS

15.B.K  Become aware of the difference between needs
and wants.

DESCRIPTORS

Identify and explain choices
families make when they go
shopping for food.

Learning Standard C

Understand that scarcity necessitates choices by producers.

lllinois Early Learning Standards — Kindergarten
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Social Science

State Goal 15: Understand economic systems, with an
emphasis on the United States. (continued)

Learning Standard D
Understand trade as an exchange of goods and services.

BENCHMARKS

15.D.Ka Begin to understand the use of trade or money to
obtain goods and services.

15.D.Kb Begin to understand how people rely on others for
goods and services.

DESCRIPTORS

Realize that when they make a Trade two pretzels for a friend’s
choice to stay in the art area two crackers at snack time.

to finish their collage, they give

up their chance to go to

another area.

Learning Standard E

Understand the impact of government policies and
decisions on production and consumption in the economy.

BENCHMARKS
Not Applicable

State Goal 16: Understand events, trends,
individualsand movements shapingthe history of
llinois, the United States and other nations.

Learning Standard A
Apply the skills of historical analysis and interpretation.

BENCHMARKS
16.A.Ka Recall information about the immediate past.

16.A.Kb Show some awareness of time and how the past influ-
ences people’s lives.

16.A.Kc Become aware of how people in different places have
different experiences.

Illinois Early Learning Standards —Kindergarten



DESCRIPTORS

Draw and write in a journal
about something that happened
at school.

Recognize national figures who
have made changes to our
country (e.g., Martin L. King, Jr.
and Abraham Lincoln).

Taste a snack that a classmate
from another culture brings

to school and explore its
relationships to holidays and other
special events.

Learning Standard B

Understand the development of significant political events.

BENCHMARKS

16.B.K  Become aware of local and national holidays
(e.g., Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, Veteran’s Day,

and 4th of July).

DESCRIPTORS

Explain to a classmate why we
celebrate George Washington'’s
birthday.

Learning Standard C

Understand the development of economic systems.

BENCHMARKS
Not Applicable

Learning Standard D

Understand lllinois, United States, and world social history.

BENCHMARKS
Not Applicable

Learning Standard E

Understand lllinois, United States and world

environmental history.

BENCHMARKS
Not Applicable

lllinois Early Learning Standards — Kindergarten
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Social Science

State Goal 17: Understand world geogroﬁhy
and the effects of geography on society, with an
emphasis on the United States.

Learning Standard A

Locate, describe and explain places, regions and features
on the Earth.

BENCHMARKS
17.A.Ka Locate objects and places in the community.

17.A.Kb Express beginning geographic thinking (e.g., maps
or models).

17.A.Kc Show beginning awareness of the relationships
between people and where they live.

DESCRIPTORS

Build a familiar street with Follow a picture map to the
blocks and position homes and treasure the teacher has
buildings in proper order. hidden on the playground.

Talk about how long it takes to
visit a relative in another state.

Learning Standard B

Analyze and explain characteristics and interactions on the
Earth’s physical systems.

BENCHMARKS
Not Applicable

Learning Standard C

Understand relationships between geographic factors
and society.

BENCHMARKS

17.C.K  Begin to develop an awareness of ways people
depend on and interact with the environment
(e.g., fishing, farming, and industry).

DESCRIPTORS

Talk about farmers growing wheat
needed to make bread or tires for
cars being made at a local plant.
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Learning Standard D

Understand the historical significance of geography.

BENCHMARKS

17.D.K  Explore differences between urban and rural.

DESCRIPTORS

Compare a rural and urban
community after reading a story
about one or the other.

State Goal 18: Understand social systems,
with an emphasis on the United States.

Learning Standard A

Compare characteristics of culture as reflected in language,
literature, the arts, traditions and institutions.

BENCHMARKS

18.A.K Identify similarities and differences in people’s
characteristics, habits and living patterns.

DESCRIPTORS

Explore physical similarities and
differences (e.g., everyone has
hair but hair comes in different
colors, textures and lengths).

Learning Standard B

Understand the roles and interactions of individuals and
groups in society.

BENCHMARKS

18.B.K  Understand that each of us belong to a family and
recognize that families vary.

DESCRIPTORS

Look at classmates’ family
photos and discuss the variety
of family structures.
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Social Science

State Goal 18: Understand social systems, with an
emphasis on the United States. (continued)

Learning Standard C
Understand how social systems form and develop over time.

BENCHMARKS
Not Applicable

NOTES
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Physical Development
and Health

State Goal 19: Acquire movement skills
and understand concepts needed to engage
in health-enhancing physical activity.

Learning Standard A

Demonstrate physical competency in individual
and team sports, creative movement, and leisure and
work-related activities.

BENCHMARKS
19.A.Ka Engage in active play using fine and gross motor skills.

19.A.Kb Move with balance and control.

19.A.Kc Use strength and control to effectively accomplish tasks.

19.A.Kd Use eye-hand coordination to perform tasks.

19.A.Ke Use writing and drawing tools with some control.

DESCRIPTORS

Use a variety of movements Understand the differences
with ease. between personal space and

Develop responsibility for safe general space,

movement practices. Cut fabric into shapes for collage.

Use paint and brush to form letters
or symbols or repeating patterns

Learning Standard B

Analyze various movement concepts and applications.

BENCHMARKS

19.B.K  Coordinate movements to perform complex tasks.

DESCRIPTORS

Build complex structures with Walk, gallop, jump, and run
hollow and unit blocks (e.g., tall in rhythm to simple tunes and
buildings, bridges, or fire station). music patterns.
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Physical Development and Health

State Goal 19: Acquire movement skills and understand
concepts needed to engage in health-enhancing physical
activity. (continued)

Learning Standard C

Demonstrate knowledge of rules, safety and strategies
during physical activity.

BENCHMARKS

19.C.K  Show understanding and follow simple health and
safety rules.

DESCRIPTORS

Discuss and apply safety rules. Demonstrate safe movement in
general and personal space.

State Goal 20: Achieve and maintain a
health-enhancing level of physical fitness
based upon continual self-assessment.

Learning Standard A

Know and apply the principles and components of
health-related fitness.

BENCHMARKS
20.A.K  Understand the importance of physical fitness.

DESCRIPTORS

Participate in health-related Discuss the benefits of
fitness activities. physical activities.

Learning Standard B
Assess individual fitness levels.

BENCHMARKS

20.B.K  Develop increased endurance.

DESCRIPTORS

Describe what happens to the Recognize changes that take
body when one exercises. place in the body during
physical activity.

Begin fitness training.
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Learning Standard C

Set goals based on fitness data and develop, implement
and monitor an individual fitness improvement plan.

BENCHMARKS
20.C.K  Exhibit structured and unstructured physical activity daily.

DESCRIPTORS

Discuss realistic health-related Discuss choices that impact wellness.

fitness goals.

State Goal 21: Develop ’reom-buildin? skills by
working with others through physical activity.

Learning Standard A

Demonstrate individual responsibility during group
physical activities.

BENCHMARKS

21.A.Ka Follow rules and procedures when participating in
group physical activity.

21.A.Kb Follow directions with little or no reinforcement during
periods of group activities.

21.A.Kc Work independently on a task for short periods of time.

DESCRIPTORS

Ask, “Is it my turn now?” Demonstrate the ability to work
during a game independently during the day’s

Participate safely in the day’s physical activity.

physical activity.

Learning Standard B

Demonstrate cooperative skills during structured group
physical activities.

BENCHMARKS

21.B.K  Demonstrate ability to cooperate with others during
group physical activities.

DESCRIPTORS
Take turns during group activities.

Cooperate and share during
group activities.
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Physical Development and Health

State Goal 22: Understand principles of
health promotion and the prevention and
treatment of illness and injury.

Learning Standard A

Explain the basic principles of health promotion, illness
prevention and safety.

BENCHMARKS

22.A.K Participate in simple practices that promote healthy
living and safety and prevent illness.

DESCRIPTORS

Describe ways to prevent Recognize the need to wash
common illnesses (e.g., cover the hands often.

mouth or nose when sneezing

or coughing).

Learning Standard B

Describe and explain the factors that influence health
among individuals, groups and communities.

BENCHMARKS

22.B.K  Encourage others in making positive health choices
(e.g., eating, cleanliness, and health practices).

Learning Standard C
Explain how the environment can affect health.

BENCHMARKS

22.C.K  Begin awareness of cause of environmental health risks

(e.g., air, water, and sun).

DESCRIPTORS

Understand the need for
wearing appropriate weather-
related clothing.

Be aware of what pollution is.
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State Goal 23: Understand human body
systems and factors that influence growth
and development.

Learning Standard A

Describe and explain the structure and functions of human
body systems and how they interrelate.

BENCHMARKS
23.A.K Identify body parts.

DESCRIPTORS

Talk with a friend about having an
earache and say that he couldn’t
hear with cotton in his ear.

Learning Standard B

Explain the effects of health-related actions on the
body systems.

BENCHMARKS

23.B.K  Perform self-care tasks.

DESCRIPTORS

Recognize why it is important Name healthy behaviors that
to brush one’s teeth. relate to personal hygiene,

! nutrition, and exercise.
Describe how germs can

cause illness. List choices that have a

ositive influence on health.
Understand reasons for P

consulting a responsible adult List choices that have a
before using medicines and/or negative influence on health.
chemical substances.
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Physical Development and Health

State Goal 23: Understand human body systems
and factors that influence growth and development.
(continued)

Learning Standard C

Describe factors that affect growth and development.

BENCHMARKS
23.C.Ka Recognize that people grow and change.

23.C.Kb Identify examples of good nutrition and importance
for good health.

DESCRIPTORS

Discuss the value of practicing Recognize the importance
good health habits such as sleep, of eating breakfast

nutrition, and exercise. .
urron, xerd Identify healthy snacks.

Explain the importance of

being physically active. Recognize that food (nutrition)

is needed for growth and
development.

State Goal 24: Promote and enhance health
and well being through the use of effective
communication and decision-making skills.

Learning Standard A

Demonstrate procedures for communication in positive
ways, resolving differences and preventing conflict.

BENCHMARKS

24.A.Ka Use appropriate communication skills when expressing
needs, wants, and feelings.

24.A.Kb Use socially acceptable ways to resolve conflict.
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DESCRIPTORS

Recall safety rules at home, at
school, and in the community.

Recognize when to ask an adult
for help.

Recognize basic emotions.

Name the components of good
listening skills.

Identify good communication skills.

Identify good manners.

List behaviors at home, at school,
and in the community that show
respect toward others.

Discuss good and bad behaviors.

Learning Standard B

Apply decision-making skills related to the protection and
promotion of individual health.

BENCHMARKS
24.B.K

Explore choices that can affect health (e.g., brushing

teeth, washing hands, and nutrition).

DESCRIPTORS

Discuss the importance of
brushing teeth.

List good personal hygiene practices.

Recognize safety hazards at home
or at school that affect health.

Give examples of good and poor
health choices.

Discuss consequences for poor
health choices.

Learning Standard C

Demonstrate skills essential to enhancing health and

avoiding dangerous situations.

BENCHMARKS
24.CK

Learn to avoid dangerous situations.

DESCRIPTORS

Discuss who strangers are and
why and when one should be
cautious around them.

Define ‘good touch’ and
‘bad touch’.

lllinois Early Learning Standards — Kindergarten

Discuss how to react in
dangerous situations.

Discuss when and when not
to use 911.
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Fine Arts

State Goal 25: Know the language of the arts.

Learning Standard A

Understand the sensory elements, organizational
principles, and expressive qualities of the arts.

BENCHMARKS

25.A.Ka Dance: Investigate and explore the elements of dance.
25.A.Kb Drama: Investigate and explore the elements of drama.
25.A.Kc Music: Investigate and explore the elements of music.

25.A.Kd Visual Arts: Investigate and explore the elements of
visual arts.

DESCRIPTORS

Participate in a group Explore musical

movement experience and instruments that are in the
suggest ways to move and classroom and use common
animals to imitate. objects to make a variety

Plan or join with others of sounds.

in dramatizing a book or Try a variety of expressive media
retelling of a classroom event. (e.g., markers, brush and finger

painting, printing, collage, play
dough, and clay).

Learning Standard B

Understand the similarities, distinctions and
connections in and among the arts.

BENCHMARKS

25.B.Ka Describe or respond to their own creative work or the
creative work of others.

25.B.Kb Respond to artistic creations or events.

lllinois Early Learning Standards — Kindergarten

DESCRIPTORS

Comment to a friend, “I like how  Watch as classmates put on
you used so many colors to make  a puppet show or perform a
your picture look stormy.” dance the class created.
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Fine Arts

State Goal 26: Through creating and
performing, understand how works of art
are produced.

Learning Standard A

Understand processes, traditional tools and modern
technologies used in fine arts.

BENCHMARKS

26.A.Ka Dance: Participate in dance and creative movement
activities.

26.A.Kb Drama: Participate in drama activities.

26.A.Kc Music: Participate in music activities by identifying a
variety of sounds and sound sources (e.g., instrumental,
voices, and environmental sounds).

26.A.Kd Visual Arts: Participate in the visual arts. Identify media
and tools used in painting, drawing, and constructing.

DESCRIPTORS

Pantomime the actions of a Use a musical instrument to

leaf falling, a ball bouncing or create a mood to go along with a
a bird flying. puppet show or creative dance.
Make up a drama about Draw or paint the way they feel

something they studied or visited, ~ when they are happy.
such as a circus or a trip to
the zoo.

Learning Standard B

Apply skills and knowledge necessary to create and
perform in one or more of the arts.

BENCHMARKS
26.B.Ka Use a variety of materials to explore and express ideas.

26.B.Kb Listen to, sing or play a variety of music representing
diverse cultures and styles.

26.B.Kc Create or perform story elements and characterizations.

DESCRIPTORS

Construct a sculpture from wood Sing songs from different cultures.

pieces, fabric and foil. Make up a skit based on a known

or imaginary story.
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State Goal 27: Understand the role of the arts in
civilizations, past and present.

Learning Standard A

Analyze how the arts function in history, society, and
everyday life.

BENCHMARKS
Not Applicable

Learning Standard B

Understand how the arts shape and reflect history, society,
and everyday life.

BENCHMARKS
Not Applicable

NOTES
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Foreign Language

State Goal 28: Use the target |on%uoge to
communicate within and beyond the
classroom setting.

Learning Standard A
Understand oral communication in the target language.

BENCHMARKS

28.A.K  Maintain the native language for use in a variety
of purposes.

DESCRIPTORS

Sing a song in their native
language during music
time and then sing part
of it in English.

Learning Standard B
Interact in the target language in various settings.

BENCHMARKS
Not Applicable

Learning Standard C
Understand written passages in the target language.

BENCHMARKS
Not Applicable

Learning Standard D

Use the target Language to present information, concepts,
and ideas for a variety of purposes to different audiences.

lllinois Early Learning Standards — Kindergarten
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Foreign Language

State Goal 29: Use the target language to
develop an understanding of the customs,
arts, literature, history, ong geography
associated with the target language.

Learning Standard A

Understand manners and customs of various target
language societies.

BENCHMARKS

29.A.K Investigate customs of other children in the classroom.

DESCRIPTORS

Share native customs using books,
toys, and activities.

Learning Standard B

Understand music, dance, folk art, visual art, drama, and
architecture related to the target language societies.

BENCHMARKS
Not Applicable

Learning Standard C

Understand literature and various media of target
language societies.

BENCHMARKS
Not Applicable

Learning Standard D

Understand history of areas where the target language
is spoken.

BENCHMARKS

Not Applicable
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Learning Standard E

Understand geography of various target language societies.

BENCHMARKS
Not Applicable

State Goal 30: Use the target language to
make connections and rein?orce knowledge
and skills across academic, vocational, and
technical disciplines.

Learning Standard A

Use the target language to reinforce and further
knowledge of other disciplines.

BENCHMARKS

30.A.K Use and maintain the native language in order to
build upon and develop transferable language and
literacy skills.

DESCRIPTORS

Ask the teacher to write

a label on their drawing

that is in their own language,
and then want the English
label written, too.

Learning Standard B

Use the target language to demonstrate knowledge and
understanding of a variety of career options.
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Social /Emotional
Development

State Goal 31: Develop self-awareness
and self-management skills to achieve school
and life success.

Learning Standard A
Identify and manage one’s emotions and behavior.

BENCHMARKS

31.A.Ka Recognize emotions and how they are linked
to behavior.

31.A.Kb Express frustration and anger effectively and without
harming others, self, or property.

31.A.Kc Demonstrate control of impulsive behavior.

DESCRIPTORS

Name emotions (e.g., happy, Share feelings in a range of
surprised, sad, angry, proud, contexts (e.g., through speaking,
and afraid). writing, and drawing).

Develop and discuss
classroom rules.

Learning Standard B
Recognize personal qualities and external supports.

BENCHMARKS

31.B.Ka Identify and express one’s likes and dislikes, needs and
wants, strengths and challenges.

31.B.Kb Use simple strategies to gain assistance.

lllinois Early Learning Standards — Kindergarten

DESCRIPTORS

Express likes and dislikes. Identify reliable adults who can

help i :
Identify peers who help others. €Ip In an emergency.

Recognize acceptable
methods to gain assistance.
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Social/Emotional Development

State Goal 31: Develop selfawareness and selFmanagement
skills to achieve school and life success. (continued)

Learning Standard C

Demonstrate skills related to achieving personal and
academic goals.

BENCHMARKS
31.C.Ka See one’s self as a learner.

31.C.Kb Analyze why one achieved or did not achieve a goal.

DESCRIPTORS

Show excitement and curiosity Exhibit persistence and creativity
about new things in the in seeking solutions to problems.
classroom (e.g., a new book,
new science materials, and new
math counters).

Recognize one’s own
abilities and accomplishments.

State Goal 32: Use social-awareness and
interpersonal skills to establish and maintain
positive relationships.

Learning Standard A
Recognize the feelings and perspectives of others.

BENCHMARKS
32.A.Ka Learn to identify the feelings and perspectives of others.

32.A.Kb Use observational and listening skills to identify the
feelings and perspectives of others.

32.A.Kc Have positive relationships with one or two peers,
and show the capacity to care about them.

32.A.Kd Display the capacity for humor.

DESCRIPTORS

Recognize that others may Explain how sharing with and
feel differently about the supporting others may make
same situation. them feel.

Describe how others are feeling Laugh and show pleasure
based on their facial expressions, appropriately.

gestures, and what they say.

Illinois Early Learning Standards —Kindergarten



Learning Standard B

Recognize individual and group similarities and differences.

BENCHMARKS
32.B.Ka Describe the way that people are similar and different.
32.B.Kb Describe positive qualities in others.

32.B.Kc Accept and interact with peers and adults of ethnic
groups other than own.

DESCRIPTORS

Recognize that all people Demonstrate how students
have similar needs. help each other (e.g., sharing,

. and not interrupting).
Recognize and accept pting)

the differences of other
cultures/ethnicities.

Learning Standard C

Use communication and social skills to interact effectively
with others.

BENCHMARKS
32.C.Ka Identify ways to work and play well with others.
32.C.Kb Demonstrate appropriate social and classroom behavior.

32.C.Kc Show interest in others; exchange information with and
request information from others appropriately.

lllinois Early Learning Standards — Kindergarten

DESCRIPTORS

Interact nonverbally with other Follow directions given at school.
children (e.g., smile, wave, nod

or other appropriate gestures). Offer encouraging comments

to others.
Use “please” and “thank you”

appropriately. Practice saying “no" to protect

one’s self from unsafe situations.
Pay attention when someone else
is speaking.
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Social/Emotional Development

State Goal 32: Use socialawareness and interpersonal skills
to establish and maintain positive relationships. (continued)

Learning Standard D

Demonstrate an ability to prevent, manage, and resolve
interpersonal conflicts in constructive ways.

BENCHMARKS

32.D.Ka Identify problems and conflicts commonly experienced
by peers.

32.D.Kb Identify approaches to resolving conflicts constructively.

32.D.Kc Take turns fairly easily.

DESCRIPTORS

Identify constructive ways Practice self-calming techniques
of resolving conflict. for anger management.
Develop skills to resolve Develop skills to handle bullies.

conflict situations.

State Goal 33: Demonstrate decision-making
skills and responsible behaviors in personal,
school, and community contexts.

Learning Standard A

Consider ethical, safety, and societal factors in
making decisions.

BENCHMARKS
33.A.Ka Understand that hurting others is wrong.

33.A.Kb Identify social norms and safety considerations that
guide behavior.

33.A.Kc Assert own rights and needs appropriately.

Illinois Early Learning Standards —Kindergarten



DESCRIPTORS

Identify and follow bus,
classroom and school safety rules.

Recognize appropriate touch
and avoid inappropriate touch.

Describe how taking or
destroying another’s property
makes them feel.

Explain why hitting or yelling at
somebody is hurtful and unfair.

Identify reliable sources of
adult help.

Recognize situations that are safe
or dangerous.

Learning Standard B

Apply decision-making skills to deal responsibly with daily

academic and social situations.

BENCHMARKS

33.B.Ka Identify a range of decisions that students make at school.

33.B.Kb Make positive choices when interacting with classmates.

DESCRIPTORS

Recognize that one has choices in
how to respond to situations.

Develop and use calming
strategies.

Identify and use alternative
solutions to problems.

Learning Standard C

Contribute to the well-being of one’s school

and community.

BENCHMARKS

33.C.Ka Identify and perform roles that contribute positively to

one’s classroom.

33.C.Kb Identify and perform roles that contribute to one’s family.

DESCRIPTORS

Describe ways to help out
at home.

lllinois Early Learning Standards — Kindergarten

Volunteer for classroom tasks
(e.g., helping others, helping
set up, cleaning up, and passing
out materials).
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©» Kindergarten Benchmark

Index Ages 5-6

BENCHMARK

PAGE

Language Arts

Understand that pictures and symbols have meaning and that
print carries a message.

Demonstrate understanding of concepts about books
(i.e., front and back, turning pages, knowing where a story

starts, and viewing page on left before page on right).

Demonstrate understanding of concepts about print
(i.e., words, letters, spacing between words, and left to right).

Demonstrate phonological awareness (i.e., rhymes
and alliterations).

Demonstrate phonemic awareness (i.e., segmenting and
blending syllables and phonemes, and substituting sounds).

Demonstrate alphabet knowledge (i.e., recognizes letters
and their most common sounds).

Read one syllable and high frequency words.
Make predictions based on cover, title, and pictures.
Connect text to prior experiences and knowledge.

Engage in shared/independent reading of familiar
predictable text.

Retell information from a story.
Respond to simple questions about reading.
Compare/contrast a variety of literary works.

Demonstrate understanding that different text forms are used
for different purposes.

Demonstrate understanding of literal meaning of stories by
making comments.

Understand the structure of a story.
Recognize narrative, informational texts and rhymes.

Show independent interest in and knowledge about books
and reading.

Comprehend and respond to fiction and non-fiction.

Write upper and lowercase letters.
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BENCHMARK | PAGE |
Write words based on how they sound, using initial 4
consonants and some ending sounds.
Begin to write simple sentences. 4
Represent stories through pictures, dictation, written words 4
and play.
Use drawing and writing to convey meaning and 5
provide information.
Listen attentively to stories read aloud. 5
Follow 2-3 step directions accurately. 5
Respond appropriately to information and ideas 5
conveyed orally.
Use language to communicate needs and wants. 6
Use expanded language and vocabulary for a variety 6
of purposes.
Explain past events with accurate detail. 6
Seek answers to questions through active exploration. 6
Relate prior knowledge to new information. 7
Use discussion, drawing, writing or other means to 7
communicate new information learned.
Mathematics
Use concepts that include number recognition, counting, 19
sequence of numbers, one-to-one correspondence,
and ordinals.
Count with understanding and recognize “how many” in sets 19
of objects.
Solve simple math problems mentally, or by using objects, 19
drawing pictures, etc.
Represent mathematical ideas with symbols, pictures 19
or objects.
Talk about the thinking involved in solving 19
mathematical problems.
Estimate number of objects in a set. 20
Connect numbers to quantities they represent using physical 20
models and representations.
Make comparisons of quantities. 20
Demonstrate a beginning understanding of measurement 21

using non-standard units.
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their environment.
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| BENCHMARK | PAGE |
Count with understanding and recognize “how many” in sets 21
of objects.

Construct a sense of time through participation in 21
daily activities.

Order, compare and describe objects by size, length, capacity, 21
and weight.

Use estimation skills in solving everyday measurement problems. 21
Use common instruments for measuring during work or play. 21
Show increasing skill in using available tools for exploring and 22
extending mathematical competence.

Sort objects into groups and tell the rule or rationale for 22
the groups.

Recognize, describe, translate, duplicate, create, and extend 22
patterns in various formats.

Construct and explain a simple graph. 23
Investigate addition and subtraction using concrete objects. 23
Describe and compare qualitative change (e.g., student 24
grows taller).

Recognize geometric shapes and structures in 24
the environment.

Identify and name basic shapes. 24
Describe some attributes of two and three 24
dimensional shapes.

Show understanding of and use direction, location and 25
position words.

Represent data using concrete objects, pictures, and graphs. 26
Study, compare, interpret, and analyze information 26
presented in graph form.

Make reasonable predictions based on information 26
gathered in graph form.

Gather and analyze data about themselves or 26
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Science
Use senses to explore and observe materials. 35
Begin to develop questions on scientific topics, such as 35
natural phenomena.
Seek information through observation, exploration, 35
and investigations.
Collect, describe, compare and record information. 35
Use simple tools and equipment to enhance observation and 35
gather data.
Become familiar with the use of devices 35
incorporating technology.
Observe, categorize, and describe characteristics, basic needs, 36
and life cycles.
Show an awareness of changes that occur in themselves and 36
their environment.
Describe and compare basic needs of living things. 36
Identify, describe and compare properties of objects 37
(e.g., size, shape, and color).
Describe the effects of forces in nature. 37
Begin to observe and describe simple seasonal and weather 38
changes by using common weather-related vocabulary
(e.g., rainy, snowy, sunny, and windy).
Understand the purpose of recycling. 38
Explore and describe properties of rocks, soils, water, and air. 38
Identify, observe and describe basic concepts associated with 38
night/day and seasons.
Begin to understand and use basic safety practices. 39
Use observation skills to learn to document changes in science. 39
Express curiosity and ask questions about their world. 39
Recognize common scientific instruments. 39
Form explanations and communicate scientific information. 39
Begin to be aware of technology and how it affects their lives. 39
Begin to understand ways to reduce, reuse, and 39

recycle materials.

Illinois Early Learning Standards —Kindergarten



BENCHMARK | PAGE |
Social Science
Recognize and demonstrate the reasons for rules. 45
Demonstrate beginning awareness of city/town, state 45
and country.
Participate in voting as a way of making choices. 45
Show beginning understanding of what it means to be 46
a leader.
Develop an awareness of roles of leaders in their environment. 46
Identify community workers and the services they provide. 47
Describe some people’s jobs and what is required to 47
perform them.
Become aware of the difference between needs and wants. 47
Begin to understand the use of trade or money to obtain 48
goods and services.
Begin to understand how people rely on others for goods 48
and services.
Recall information about the immediate past. 48
Show some awareness of time and how the past influences 48
people’s lives.
Become aware of how people in different places have 48
different experiences.
Become aware of local and national holidays (e.g., Martin 49
Luther King Jr. Day, Veteran's Day, and 4th of July).
Locate objects and places in the community. 50
Express beginning geographic thinking (e.g., maps or models). 50
Show beginning awareness of the relationships between 50
people and where they live.
Begin to develop an awareness of ways people depend on and 50
interact with the environment (e.g., fishing, farming,
and industry).
Explore differences between urban and rural. 51
Identify similarities and difference in people’s characteristics, 51
habits and living patterns.
Understand that each of us belong to a family and recognize 51

that families vary.
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Physical Development and Health

Engage in active play using fine and gross motor skills.

Move with balance and control.

Use strength and control to effectively accomplish tasks.

Use eye-hand coordination to perform tasks.

Use writing and drawing tools with some control.

Coordinate movements to perform complex tasks.

Show understanding and follow simple health and safety rules.
Understand the importance of physical fitness.

Develop increased endurance.

Exhibit structured and unstructured physical activity daily.

Follow rules and procedures when participating in group
physical activity.

Follow directions with little or no reinforcement during
periods group activities.

Work independently on a task for short periods of time.

Demonstrate ability to cooperate with others during group
physical activities.

Participate in simple practices that promote healthy living and
safety and prevent illness.

Encourage others in making positive health choices
(e.g., eating, cleanliness, and health practices).

Begin awareness of cause of environmental health risks
(e.g., air, water, and sun).

Identify body parts.
Perform self-care tasks.

Recognize that people grow and change.

Identify examples of good nutrition and importance for good health.

Use appropriate communication skills when expressing needs,
wants, and feelings.

Use socially acceptable ways to resolve conflict.

Explore choices that can affect health (e.g., brushing teeth,
washing hands, and nutrition).

Learn to avoid dangerous situations.
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Fine Arts
Dance: Investigate and explore the elements of dance. 73
Drama: Investigate and explore the elements of drama. 73
Music: Investigate and explore the elements of music. 73
Visual Arts: Investigate and explore the elements of visual arts. 73
Describe or respond to their own creative work or the creative 73
work of others.
Respond to artistic creations or events. 73
Dance: Participate in dance and creative movement activities. 74
Drama: Participate in drama activities. 74
Music: Participate in music activities by identifying a variety 74
of sounds and sound sources (e.g., instrumental, voices and
environmental sounds).
Visual Arts: Participate in the visual arts. Identify media and 74
tools used in painting, drawing, and constructing.
Use a variety of materials to explore and express ideas. 74
Listen to, sing or play a variety of music representing diverse 74
cultures and styles.
Create or perform story elements and characterizations. 74
Foreign Language
Maintain the native language for use in a variety of purposes. 79
Investigate customs of other children in the classroom. 80
Use and maintain the native language in order to build upon 81
and develop transferable language and literacy skills.
Social/Emotional Development
Recognize emotions and how they are linked to behavior. 85
Express frustration and anger effectively and without harming 85
others, self, or property.
Demonstrate control of impulsive behavior. 85
Identify and express one’s likes and dislikes, needs and wants, 85
strengths and challenges.
Use simple strategies to gain assistance. 85
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See one’s self as a learner. 86

Analyze why one achieved or did not achieve a goal. 86
Learn to identify the feelings and perspectives of others. 86
Use observational and listening skills to identify the feelings 86

and perspectives of others.

Have positive relationships with one or two peers, and show 86
the capacity to care about them.

Display the capacity for humor. 86
Describe the way that people are similar and different. 87
Describe positive qualities in others. 87
Accept and interact with peers and adults of ethnic groups 87

other than own.

Identify ways to work and play well with others. 87
Demonstrate appropriate social and classroom behavior. 87
Show interest in others; exchange information with and 87

request information from others appropriately.

Identify problems and conflicts commonly experienced 88
by peers.

Identify approaches to resolving conflicts constructively. 88
Take turns fairly easily. 88
Understand that hurting others is wrong. 88
Identify social norms and safety considerations that 88

guide behavior.

Assert own rights and needs appropriately. 88
Identify a range of decisions that students make at school. 89
Make positive choices when interacting with classmates. 89
Identify and perform roles that contribute positively to 89

one’s classroom.

Identify and perform roles that contribute to one’s family. 89
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©»Early Learning
Benchmark Listing

Ages 3-5

Language Arts

Understand that pictures and symbols
have meaning and that print carries
a message.

Understand that reading progresses
from left to right and top to bottom.

Identify labels and signs in
the environment.

Identify some letters, including those
in own name.

Make some letter-sound matches.

Predict what will happen next using
pictures and content for guides.

Begin to develop phonological
awareness by participating in
rhyming activities.

Recognize separable and repeating
sounds in spoken language.

Retell information from a story.

Respond to simple questions about
reading material.

Demonstrate understanding of
literal meaning of stories by
making comments.

Understand that different text forms,
such as magazines, notes, lists,
letters, and story books, are used for
different purposes.

Show independent interest in
reading-related activities.

Use scribbles, approximations of
letters, or known letters to represent
written language.

Dictate stories and experiences.

Use drawing and writing skills to
convey meaning and information.

Listen with understanding and respond
to directions and conversations.
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Communicate needs, ideas and
thoughts.

Seek answers to questions through
active exploration.

Relate prior knowledge to
new information.

Communicate information
with others.

Mathematics

Use concepts that include number
recognition, counting and one-to-one
correspondence.

Count with understanding and
recognize “how many” in sets
of objects.

Solve simple mathematical problems.
Explore quantity and number.

Connect numbers to quantities they
represent using physical models and
representations.

Make comparisons of quantities.

Demonstrate a beginning
understanding of measurement
using non-standard units and
measurement words.

Construct a sense of time through
participation in daily activities.

Show understanding of and use
comparative words.

Incorporate estimating and measuring
activities into play.

Sort and classify objects by a variety
of properties.

Recognize, duplicate and extend
simple patterns, such as sequences of
sounds, shapes and colors.



Begin to order objects in series
or rows.

Participate in situations that involve
addition and subtraction using
manipulatives.

Describe qualitative change, such as
measuring to see who is growing taller.

Recognize geometric shapes and
structures in the environment.

Find and name locations with simple
words, such as “near”.

Represent data using concrete
objects, pictures, and graphs.

Make predictions about what will
happen next.

Gather data about themselves and
their surroundings.

Science

Uses senses to explore and observe
materials and natural phenomena.

Collect, describe and
record information.

Use scientific tools such as
thermometers, balance scales and
magnifying glasses for investigation.

Become familiar with the use of
devices incorporating technology.

Investigate and categorize living things
in the environment.

Show an awareness of changes
that occur in themselves and
their environment.

Describe and compare basic needs of
living things.

Make comparisons among objects
that have been observed.

Describe the effects of forces
in nature (e.g. wind, gravity
and magnetism).

Use common weather-related
vocabulary (e.g. rainy, snowy,
sunny, windy).

Participate in recycling in
their environment.

Identify basic concepts associated
with night/day and seasons.

Begin to understand basic
safety practices.

Express wonder and ask questions
about their world.

Begin to be aware of technology and
how it affects their lives.

Social Science
Recognize the reasons for rules.

Participate in voting as a way of
making choices.

Develop an awareness of roles of
leaders in their environment.

Identify community workers and the
services they provide.

Begin to understand the use of trade
to obtain goods and services.

Recall information about the
immediate past.

Locate objects and places in
familiar environments.

Express beginning geographic thinking.

Recognize similarities and differences
in people.

Understand that each of us
belongs to a family and recognize
that families vary.

Physical Development
and Health

Engage in active play using gross
motor skills.

Engage in active play using fine
motor skills.

Coordinate movements to perform
complex tasks.

Follow simple safety rules while
participating in activities.

Participate in developmental activities
related to physical fitness.
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